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On the whole, he seems to have decided that to
betray his master would be the best means of ad-
vancing his fortunes and punishing his enemies.

It was believed that the great amdottiere could
lead his army to any cause which he enpoiused, and
the bids were high; if he would declare war on the
Emperor, whose subject he was, he was promised
by the Swedes a subsidy of a million and the crown
of Bohemia. The crown wan the object on which
his gaze WUH fixed, but he kid been so long involved
in plots and counter-plots, that he lacked decision
when the moment for action came, While he was
still meditating on treason, he wan murdered by
some of hia followers, who had learned from him to
regard fighting as a means of gain, and who killed
their general to be rewarded by the Emperor,
Ferdinand could well afford to be liberal to the
assassins, for they removed a great danger, and
shattered the hopes which France and Sweden had
built on WaHenatein's treason,

The allies now had to trust to fair fighting, and
the conflict continued with varying success, In
1635, war was formally declared by France against
Ferdinand and Spain, and from that time until
Richelieu's death the content engaged his* attention
and abnorbed the resources of the country. Not
until nix yearn after his death wan the long struggle
ended, but the resultH were sufficient compensation
for what the war had cost Apart from ihc
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,two centuries had
France gained important accessions to her territory,r his interests by loyalty or by treason,
